THE 


Lord Biſhop of BANGOR's 
Before the R1i@nuT HoNnouURABLE 


Houſe of LORDS, 


On Friday, January 30, 1761. 


PY 


Die Lune, 2 Feb. 1761. 


* 


Ordered, 


Y the 88 Spiritual aud — in Par- 
liament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Houſe be, and are hefeby given to the Lord 
Biſhop of Bangor, for the Sermon by him preach- 
ed before this Houſe on Friday laſt, in the Abbey- 
Church, Weftmin/ter ; and ke. 18 hereby deſired 


to —_ the ſame to be forthwith printed and 
publiſhed. 
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a Albley Couper, Cler. Parliamentor. 
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SER M O N 


Preached before the Right Honourable the 


Lords SPIRITUAL and TEMPORAL 1n 
Parliament aſſembled, 


1 H E 
\bbey-Church, Weſiminſter, 


On Friday, January 30, 1761. 
BEING THE 


Day appointed to be obſerved as the Day of the 


Martyrdom of King ChARLES I. 


L 
70 HM, Lord Biſhop of BAG O R. 


LONDON: 


in Fleet-Street. 1701, 


printed for J. WuIs Tox and B. WHITE, at Boyle - Head, 
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HosEa, III“. Chap. 4". Verſe. 


The children of Ifrael ſhall abide many days 
without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a ſacrifice. 


LTHOUGH it is one of the principal 
and diſtinguiſhing characters of the chriſ- 
tian religion, that it continually inculcates 
the doctrine of a ſuperintending providence, 

which watches over all our actions, and will ſurely 

bring them to a ſtri& account, according to the eter- 
nal rules of juſtice, in the world to come ; yet ought 
we not from hence to conclude, that things, even 
in this world, are wholly abandoned to chance, or 
to the paſſions, caprices, prejudices and vices of 
man; having good and fufficient reaſon to believe, 
that the Deity reſerves to himſelf, and exerciſes from 
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Like i. 51, 


Mat, V. 17. 


6 | p” Hermon preached before 


exiſtence, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the different cir- 
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— 
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time to time, his undoubted power of rewarding vir- 
tue and correcting vice, exalting the humble and ſcatter- 
ing the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 


It muſt be acknowledged, that the jewiſh religion 
teaches an immediate ſuperintendence in a more par- 
ticular and expreſs manner, than it is taught in the 
goſpel of Chriſt; and indeed it makes fo eſſential a 
part of the law of Moſes, that ſome ſerious and well- 
diſpoſed chriſtians have been inclined to think, it 
was even confined to that law, and that it now makes 
no part of the chriſtian faith. But this concluſion 
appears to have been formed too haſtily ; for the mo- 
ral government of the world is not of the nature of 


the temporary and merely ceremonial part of the 


moſaic law, and therefore we are not juſtified in 
looking on that doctrine, as abrogated by the coming 
of our bleſſed Saviour, who expreſlly ſays, he came 
not to deſtroy, but to fulfill the law and the prophets ; 
nor is it conſonant to the dictates of right reaſon, that 
the bringing life and immortality to light ſhould ren- 
der our hopes and fears, as to the things of this world, 
uſeleſs and of no avail; for an expectation, ariſing 
even from ſuch hopes and ſuch fears, muſt greatly 
contribute to confirm our good and to reſtrain our 
evil diſpoſitions, as it ſets before our eyes, in one 
great view, the conſtant and uniform agency of the 
ſupreme Being throughout the whole courſe of our 


cumſtances 
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2 and exigencies of the ſtate, in which we 
re placed. It is true, that the ſuperintendence 
7 Providence here alluded to, may in ſome ſenſe be 


' faid to be peculiar to the Jews. For among them 


the promiſes and rewards were chiefly, if not ſolely 
temporal; their civil government, if it may be fo 
called, was viſibly carried on under the known and 
confeſſed direction of the Deity, by his inſtruments 
the prophets, and was literally a Theocracy. Imme- 


| diate vengeance was taken, in many caſes, where the 


tranſgreſſion was great. The nature and even the 
manner of their puniſhment was frequently forctold, 
if they ſhould become diſobedient: and in this, as 
well as in many other particulars, was the condition 
of the Jews eminently diſtinguiſhed from that of any 


other nation. 


But whatever diſtinction the Almighty might have 
thought fit to make with regard to the Jews, it is 
evident from the relation of hiſtory, that other na- 


tions were not left entirely to themſelves in this world 


to continue in their evil courſes, but were ſometimes 


viſited with temporal puniſhments, as a warning to- 


the reſt of mankind. 


Nineveh,. Babylon, and other cities were deſtroyed 


on account of their fins; and it was for tranſgreſſion, 
that the old world was overwhelmed: by the deluge, 


as is expreſſly recorded in the holy ſcriptures. 
1 Wherein 
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1 Cor. x 
IT, 


2 Pet. ii. 6 


Mat. x. 30. 


Luke xviii 
30. 
1 Tim,. iv. 8 


Luke xili. 1. 
& leq. 


— — — —— — — 3 
8 A Sermon preached before 


_— 
— L- 


Wherein we are likewiſe farther told, that the over- 
throw and deſtruction of the diſobedient Iſraelites 
happened unto them for enſamples, and are ꝛꝗ ritten 
for our admonition. Now in what ſenſe cam theſe 
judgments, inflicted on them, be ſaid to ſerve as 94 
examples, to be written for our admonition and to be 
as a warning to thoſe, who after ſhould live ungodly, 
unleſs it is intended hereby to declare to us, that pu- 
niſhments, adapted to our tranſgreſſions, are inflicted 
even in this world ; and, that though the Almighty 
does not vouchſafe to ſhew a viſible interpoſition upon 
every minute occaſion, yet he ſo acts, in his divine 
wiſdom, as not to leave us without a well-grounded 
hope, that our obedience will be rewarded in this 
preſent life, or without a juſt apprehenſion of inſtant 
vengeance, when we deſpiſe his holy word, and by 
our lives and actions {et his authority at defiance ? 


11111 


Our Saviour, it is true, gives a general caution 
againſt forming a raſh judgment concerning the cauſe 
of any ſignal calamity. Suppoſe ye, ſaith he, that 
thoſe Galileans {whoſe Hood Pilate had mingled with 
their ſacrifices} were finners above all the Galileans, 
becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things? or think ye, that 
thoſe, on whom the tower in Siloam fell and flew them, 
were ſinners above all men that dwelt in Feruſalem ? I 
tell you nay : but it by no means follows from hence, 
that temporal evils are not divine judgments, and 
our Lord immediately adds; but except ye repent, ye 
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ſhall all Jikewwiſe periſh, that is, (to keep up the force 
of the anſwer) ye alſo ſhall. ſuffer puniſhment even 
in this life. Theſe words then are fo far from diſ- 
couraging the. belief of temporal judgments, that 
they ſtrongly confirm it, at the ſame time inſtructing 
us, what effect ought to be produced | in our minds by 
uch dreadful events. 


Nor is it any objection to this doctrine, or at moſt 
but a weak one, that we often ſee a nation ſuffering 
inder ſome grievous affliction, while others, which 
appear to us equally to have merited the divine ven- 
geance, ſtill continue in the enjoyment of peace and 
proſperity. It is by no means within the reach of 
our limited underſtandings, to make an exact eſti- 
mate of the merit or demerit of any two individuals ; 
much leſs is it within the compaſs of our faculties, to 
weigh the virtues and vices of nations compared one 

with the other and to adjuſt the balance. A conſciouſ- 
neſs therefore of our inability ſhould warn us to ſuſ- 
pend our opinion in ſuch caſes, and ſhould reſtrain us 
from the impiety of forming deluſive concluſions from 
uncertain ne 


But ſuppoſing that a number of individuals have 
all ſinned equally, and in the fame manner, againſt 
the ſupreme Being; and that one only of this num- 
ber hath been afflicted with ſome ſignal puniſhment 


on that account, can we ſay that none ought to have 
been 


10 A Sermon preached | before 


been puniſhed becauſe all have offended? And ſhall 

we overlook the hand of Gop, becauſe he graciouſly 

chooſes to ſpare ſome and to ſet forth others, as exam- 

ples for the reformation of the reſt ? This would be 

making a bad uſe of his forbearing mercy and fruſtra- 

tn xxvi. ting the very ends of it; deplorably wicked are they, 
4h who, though favour be ſhewed to them, will fill perſiſt in 


dealing unjuſtly and will not behold the majeſty of the 
Lord. 


Micah is. We cannot indeed know the thoughts of the Al- 
= mighty, neither can we underfland his counſel, and 
when he hath not expreſily declared, on what ac- 

count he doth, or will, puniſh any people (as he did in 

the caſe of the Iſraelites) it would be impious in man 

to affect the knowledge thereof: but, to confeſs 7h: 


Iſaiah xxvi 


„ Judgments of GoD in the earth and ſo to apply them 
to ourſelves as thereby to learn righteouſneſs, by en- 
deavouring to draw ſuch concluſions as may tend to 
make us better chriſtians and conſequently better 
members of ſociety, can never bring upon us the im- 
putation of arrogating to ourſelves a certain diſcern- 

ment of the decrees of heaven. 
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Hoſea, in the words of the text, denounces a heavy 
judgment againſt the idolatrous Iſraelites, threaten- 
ing them with the total diſſolution of their govern- 
ment ; they ſhall abide, fays the Prophet, many day: 
doit hout a king, and without à prince, and without « 


ſacrifice : 
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ſacrifice 3 which prophecy was afterwards very ſig- 


nally fulfilled. The regal power among them was 
utterly extinguiſhed, they were without a prieſt, 


(in which ſenſe the word prince ſeems to be here 


uſed) and conſequently without a ſacrifice, entirely 
deprived of all the rites and ceremonies of their re- 
ligion; and ſurely a more grievous puniſhment 
could not be inflicted. 'To a rational creature, ſome 
of the higheſt and moſt valuable enjoyments of life 
ariſe from the ſteady execution of wiſe and equitable 
laws, from the protection of our juſt rights both 


; civil and religious, and from beholding the general 


felicity of a ſociety of men induſtriouſly and virtu- 
ouſly employed, each in promoting the welfare of 
himſelf and others. So great and fo glorious a 
ſcene do theſe circumſtances unfold to us, that we 
cannot contemplate it, with any degree of attention, 
without adoring the divine wiſdom : and on the o- 
ther hand, whenever theſe great ends of ſociety are 
overturned, when the welfare of a community is 
deſtroyed, by a contempt of religion, the ſubverſion 


of law, and the confuſion of all order and govern- 


ment, we cannot help believing alſo, that this did 
not happen without the interpoſition of the Deity, 
ſo far, at leaſt, as to have withheld his protection, 
which alone is fully ſufficient. For, if we duly and 
deliberately conſider the complicated nature of civil 
government, we ſhall find reaſon to think, that it 
T_T the hand of the Almighty to maintain and 
ſupport 


, 
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ſupport it. Should He but withdraw his grace and 
let looſe the reins to the madneſs of men, the whole 
muſt be diſſolved. Pride, ambition, vanity, ſelf. 
intereſt, hatred, envy are powerful agents to effec 
this. Theſe lie latent in the mere natural man and 
are ready to break forth upon every occaſion, unleſ; 
Pr. hi. reſtrained by him, who alone can rule the raging ſoa; 
texvi. 10. and ſtill the noiſe of their waves, who can reſtrain th, 
. eorath of man and quell the tumult of the people. It 
we add to the perverſe diſpoſitions before mention- 
ed others of a ſtill more turbulent nature, namely 
enthuſiaſm, and ſuperſtition, both of which are apt 
to look on every even the ſlighteſt oppoſition, as op- 
preſſion and ſpiritual tyranny, what copious and 
impetuous ſources do we ſee burſting forth to ſpread 
around a deluge of diforder ! Such was the caſe of 
thoſe times, which gave occaſion to the religious 
obſervance of the preſent anniverſary, when it plea- 
ſed almighty God to ſuffer this nation to be plun- 

ged into all the calamities of a civil war. 
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Now tho' it would be preſumptuous to aſſert, for 
what fins this nation was thus puniſhed, yet an at- 
tempt to bring to remembrance ſome of thoſe cir- 
cumſtances, which ſeem moſt remarkably appofite 
to religion and juſtice in the conduct of our anceſtors, 
before the war broke out, may not only be allowed, 
but expected; and the more ſo, as the puniſhment 
ſeems to have been particularly levelled againſt the 
oof ogls | offence : 


— Mit. 
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offence: and whenever we ſee this happen in a 
remarkable manner, and in an extraordinary caſe, 
we have reaſon to look upon it, as an inſtance of 
divine vengeance, and to think, that we are in part 
admitted into the deſigns of providence, 


Our anceſtors, at thoſe unhappy times, had bus 
juit freed themſelves from that intolerable yoke, 
which the church of Rome thinks fit to impoſe upon 
all her ſons. They had, or ought to have had, freſh 
in their memory the ſolid and wiſe arguments, made 
uſe of, in their late controverſies, to prove the un- 
chriſtian ſpirit of papal tyranny, when thoſe very 
men, who had ſo lately groaned under the iniquity 
and rigour of oppreſſion, began to ſtudy how they 
might moleſt and perſecute their fellow-ſubjects and 
proteſtant brethren. They gave up infallibility, and 
at the ſame time acted, as if they had been them- 
teclves not fallible; but what ſenſe, what reaſon, 
what juſtice could there be in ſuch a proceeding ? 
The church of Rome acted according to her preten- 
tions and principles at leaſt ; but the behaviour of 
theſe men was not only contradictory to their own 
profeſſions (as they muſt have perceived, had they 
impartially conſidered their actions) but even diame- 
trically oppoſite to the conſtant tenor of that mild 


goipel, which they had taken for their rule, and had 


better opportunities of underſtanding, than the bi- 


gotted and ignorant members of that corrupt church, 
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which they had quitted. Could they expect, that 
the plea, which they ſo juſtly made uſe of for their 
own advantage, ſhould be tamely given up by others 
in the ſame ſituation ? this was abſurd, yet this was 
expected, and, when inſiſted upon, produced thoſe 
fatal conſequences, which we now read of with 
horror. 


And here the hand of providence appears very 
plainly. The very men, who had acted without 
chriſtian charity, met with none in their turn from 
thoſe, who had complained of the breach of it. 
Thus were they puniſhed in a manner ſuitable to 
their offence, and they who puniſhed them, at laſt 
met with others full as mercileſs as themſelves or 
their firſt oppreſſors. Such was the inhuman con- 
duct of each party as it became predominant, nor 
were their proceedings when on the weaker fide 
more juſtifiable. Did they not obſtinately inſiſt on 
trifles? were they willing to give up the leaſt tit- 
tle in order to preſerve peace? They were to ſar 
from it, that, with a bigotry and enthuſiaſm un- 
worthy of the chriſtian name, they made uſe of the 
pretence of conſcience to ſanctify the weakeit of their 
frivolous ſcruples. They ſaw ſuperſtition every where, 
but in their own narrow minds, where perhaps it 
chiefly exiſted, ſo far at leaſt, as miſtaking the ſha- 
dow for the ſubſtance makes one eſſential character 
of ſuperſtition, which 1 is ever ready to be alarmed at 
things 
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things in their own nature indifferent, or if they are 

not wholly fo, is always ſure to lay an infinitely 
greater ſtreſs upon them, than they deſerve. Thus 
were theſe men, for want of charity, that great 
and fundamental doctrine of chriſtianity, ſuffered to 
ſcourge and torment one another, till they at laſt de- 
ſiſted thro' mere wearineſs and ſo became wile. They 
found, after experiencing many changes and enter- 
taining vain hopes of what they eſteemed a reforma- 
tion in church and ſtate, that it was much eaſier to 
pull down a whole conſtitution, than to agree in ma- 
king any alteration in it. 


— — 


When the opinions of men, on which the good 
order of ſociety in a great meaſure depends, once 
become divided and unſettled, it is by no means an 
eaſy taſk to reunite and eſtabliſh them on a firm 
foundation. Much therefore. does it conduce to 
the happineſs of a people, to have been early ha- 
bituated to revere the laws and reſpect the cuſtoms 
of their own country; but happier till are thoſe, 
among whom the goſpel hath been eſtabliſhed, if 
they have been mindful of it's doctrines and haye 
reduced them into practice, F or in that religion 
they will find, that all real and true union confiſts j in 
a charitable indulgence towards the errors of their 
chriſtian brethren, when thoſe errors are indifferent 
in their nature and no w ay ſubverſive of the funda- 
mentals of pure chriſtianity. 
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They will there alſo be inſtructed in the true mea- 
ſures of obedience to all thoſe, who are put in au- 
thority over them, and will be induced to ſubmit to 
their governors, as to perſons appointed by Gop, 
for that great and noble purpoſe, the good order 
and happineſs of ſociety. 


There is great reaſon to believe, that men, in 
thoſe times, were more attentive to the ſophiſtical 
arts and ſubtilties of controverſy, in which they had 
been engaged by their oppoſition to the church of 
Rome, than to theſe genuine and wholeſome prin- 
ciples of the goſpel ; and that inſtead of being wil- 
ling to yield on either fide and accommodate their 
differences they placed their glory in being able to 
maintain, whatever had been once aſſerted, how- 
ever trifling it might be or however wrong ; and 
rather endeavoured on both fides to make the terms 
of union as hard as poſſible, than to remove the 
leaſt obſtacle, which might obſtruct ſo deſirable an 
end. But bleſſed be the Gop of peace and con- 
cord, who has diſpelled from before our eyes thoſe 
miſts ariſing from obſtinacy, pride, and enthuſiaſm, 
and ſuffered us to profit by the errors of our an- 
ceſtors. The principles of charity are now firmly 
eſtabliſhed and make an eſſential part of our laws 
and conſtitution. We are bleſſed with a monarch, 


who among many other inſtances. of goodneſs, and 


attentive 
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attentive care for the welfare of his ſubjects, has 
aſſured us of his intention to cheriſh and maintain. 
theſe principles. And if we endeavour to regulate. 
our conduct by ſo illuſtrious an example, in this 
and every other branch of duty; if we not only pro- | 
fels ourſelves chriſtians, but live according to the | 
goſpel of Chriſt, we may reaſonably hope for the | 
continuance of thoſe bleſſings, which have hither- | 
to been ſo largely beſtowed upon us; F we hearken piov. i. 35 
} wto the Lord, we ſhall dwell ſafely and ſhall be quiet 
E from fear of evil; the Lord our Gop will be our light Plat en. 


and our defence, and no good thing will he withhold from | 
them, that walk uprightly. | 


But, while we are purſuing theſe principles of | 
charity, let us take care, leſt we err on the other 
ſide, and ſuffer ourſelves. to look upon all opinions 
in religion as indifferent. The danger that way is 
= equally great, and our enemies are formidable. 
They miſs no opportunity of advancing their in- 
# tereſt, and lie in wait on every occaſion to take ad- 
vantage even of our ſlighteſt errors. They are no 
leſs ready to- preach indulgence, when proteſtant- 


iſm can be affected by it, than they are to practiſe 
the contrary for the ſame purpoſe. Should they 
once, under falſe pretences, be able to perſuade 
men, either that all religions are the ſame, or that 
all are equally entitled to toleration, one of their 
main points would be obtained, and their numbers | 
increaſed, | 
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increaſed. But let us continue to ſhew, that we 
are able to diſtinguiſh between charitable indulgence, 
and ſupine weakneſs ; that, altho' we do not pre- 
ſume to offer up fin for ſacrifice, to deſtroy or per- 
ſecute our fellow-creatures under pretence of ſer- 
ving our Creator; yet we want neither ſtrength 
nor reſolution to vindicate our excellent conſtitution 
in church and ſtate ; and that we will not thro 
negligence ſuffer it to be undermined by our know) 
and inveterate enemies. To hold the balance even 
on this occaſion is of all things the moſt important, 
and the want of it has brought this nation more 
than once near it's ruin, and particularly in thoſ: 
melancholy times, of which we have been now treat- 


ing. 


It may perhaps be thought, that notice ſhould have 
been here taken of the diſputes which aroſe about 
civil rights, as having largely contributed to bring 
on the confuſion of thoſe times. But the confidera- 
tion of them does not ſeem to afford any uſeful reli- 
gious doctrine, which hath not, or may not be 
drawn from thoſe already mentioned; both the one 
and the other, the civil as well as the religious con- 
teſts of our forefathers, equally furniſhing matter for 
the ſame reflections. And we! may be aſſured, that 
whenever the prince and people have learned their 
reſpective duties from our holy religibn, and continue 
to * chem i in chriſtian charity, no conteſts will 


ariſe, 
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ariſe, which can diſturb their union and deſtroy their 
peace. Nor can it be imputed more juſtly to any 
cauſe, than to the want of a due ſenſe of the religion 
which they profeſſed, that the prevailing party car- 
ried their reſentment at laſt to ſuch a degree, as to 
have ſhocked all ſober-minded men, (however diffe- 
rent in opinion as to their firſt motives) and to have 
aſtoniſhed even many of thoſe, who had been moſt 
deeply concerned, when they ſaw the fatal conclu- 
ſion. 


a DA. A. 


Thus it happens, whenever men are abandoned to 
themſelves and marked out for divine vengeance ; 
they wander about, as blind and deſtitute of a guide, 
turning themſelves away from the very objects they 
are purſuing ; the devices of the crafty are diſappointed 
and the counſels of the froward are ſubverted, they 
dect with darkneſs in the day-time, — and ſtumble at 
aon day as in the night. And ſhall it not be looked 
upon as a judgment, when theſe things are done, 
not on a ſudden by a thoughtleſs and giddy mob, but 
upon mature deliberation by the wiſe, the ſagacious, 
the mighty men and counſellors of the land? That this 
was the caſe is evident; and one man, of no repute 
= when thoſe diſorders began, was made the ſcourge in 


N the hand of providence, to puniſh and afflict the reſt. 


So it ſeemed good in thy fight, O Gov, who increaſe 
be nations and deſtroyeſt them, — thou makeſt peace and 
4 ' thou 


Job v. 12. 
13. 


Iſa. lix. 10. 


Luke x. 21. 
Job Kii. 23. 
lai. Aly. *. 
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thou createſt evil, — thy judgments are unſearchabl: 
Job al 13. and thy ways paſt finding out — with thee is wiſdom 
Non. al. 36, Ad ſirengiß, counſel and under flanding, — far of thee, 

and through thee, and to thee are all things, to Wwhan 


be glory for ever. Amen. 


Rom.xi. 33. 
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